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A formidable alignment of Powers to resist aggres-
sion had been created overnight. What Mr. Chamber-
lain's precise role was in this nebulous May crisis
must remain a matter for conjecture. Future
historians may well regard in his initiative at the
time an explanation of all that follows and the final
vindication of his statesmanship. One fact emerged;
the goodwill policy towards Italy was beginning to
pay a dividend. On May 17th the Duce shocked
the world by a harsh refusal to negotiate outstand-
ing differences with France. Italy was on the " other
side of the barricades/' but by May 21st his dis-
interestedness in the Czech dispute had become
apparent.

The May crisis was followed by all the outward
signs of a detente. Hodza invited Henlein to change
his mind, and they agreed on a basis of negotiations,
but, as we know from his subsequent speeches,
Hitler now finally resolved that to avoid a second
rebuff "serious measures" should be taken. Ger-
many's Air Force was increased and an extension
of her Western fortifications was begun forthwith.
Mr. Chamberlain as well was seeing to it that the
unity and strength of the Commonwealth were
ready for all emergencies. At the beginning of May
he secured a notable settlement with Eire and Mr.
de Valera which, although it alarmed Mr. Churchill
and sent that redoubtable strategist back to his
Achilles tent, was a signal victory for the policy of
appeasement; Lord Swinton resigned from the Air
Ministry, and Mr. Chamberlain while paying tribute
to his work and pointing to the formidable progress
made, reinsured plans for the future by appointing
Sir Kingsley Wood in his place. This happy choice
gave general satisfaction and Parliament confidence
that the Air programme would be vigorously ad-
vanced. June saw no major developments, but